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Introduction 
 

The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veteran’s organization. 

Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, the Legion evolved from a 

group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of the most influential nonprofit groups in 

the United States. Membership swiftly grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across 

the country. Today, membership stands at nearly 2 million in more than 13,000 posts 

worldwide. The posts are organized into 55 departments: one each for the 50 states, along with 

the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, France, Mexico, and the Philippines. (Legion, 2021) 

Over the years, the Legion has influenced considerable social change in America, won hundreds 

of benefits for veterans and produced many important programs for children and youth. 

District 3 includes 63 counties. 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
 

 

 

Figure 1 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion 
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Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 

 

Figure 2 Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion Auxiliary 
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Roster of 3rd District Officers 
 

Legion Officers 
Commander Dan O’Brien  
Vice Commander Mike Rohan  
Vice Commander 
(Crawford/Richland) 

Marlin Clark  

Vice Commander (Dane) Scott Klassy  
Vice-Commander 
(Grant/Lafayette) 

John Wilkinson, Jr.  

Vice-Commander (Iowa/Green)   
Finance Officer Denise Rohan  
Chaplain Virgil Smith  
Asst. Chaplain   
Adjutant Denise Rohan  
Historian Morris Sadicario  
Judge Advocate David Gough  
Service Officer Sam Fuller  
Sgt. At Arms Keith Lovell  

 

Legion Program Chairmen 
Commander Dan O’Brien  
Vice Commander Mike Rohan  
Vice Commander 
(Crawford/Richland) 

Marlin Clark  

Vice Commander (Dane) Scott Klassy  
Vice-Commander 
(Grant/Lafayette) 

John Wilkinson, Jr.  

Vice-Commander (Iowa/Green)   
Finance Officer Denise Rohan  
Chaplain Virgil Smith  
Asst. Chaplain   
Adjutant Denise Rohan  
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District 3 Auxiliary Officers 
President Noreen Schmidt  
1st Vice Shelley Drager  
2nd Vice Nicole Welsh  
Secretary/Treasurer Shannon Churchill  
Historian Jenni Syftestad  
Chaplain Jeanette Cline  
Gold Star Mother Jeanette Cline  
Parliamentarian Joanie Dickerson  
Sergeant at Arms Deb Rottman  
Sergeant at Arms Olivia Rottman  

 

District 3 Program Chairmen 
Americanism Carol & Bill Ridgely  
Badger Girl State Delores Woolf  
Bowling Shannon Churchill  
Children & Youth Joyce Endres  
Community Service Nicole Welsh  
Constitution and By-Laws 
Standing Rules 

Jenni Syftestad  

Credentials Shannon Churchill  
Distinguished Guest Chair Deb & Olivia Rottman  
Education Florence Wasley  
Gold Star Mothers Jeanette Cline  
M. Louis Wilson Lund Fund Lisa Olson  
Membership Shelley Drager  
Past President Parley Lisa Olson  
Poppy Connie Skelton  
VA & R Noreen Schmidt  
Public Relations 
Informer Editor 

Jenni Syftestad  
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District 3 SAL Officers 
Commander: Seán Patchin  
  
Finance: Denise Rohan   
Chaplain: Virgil Smith   
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District 3 Riders 

Cruise for a Cause 

Jun 27-29, 2025. These photos were taken at the Waunakee Post 360 stop. 
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Rotation of Spring Conferences 
2025 Green County 
2026 Iowa County 
2027 Lafayette County 
2028 Richland County 
2029 Crawford County 
2030 Dane County 
2031 Grant County 
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History 1 May 2025 to 30 April 2026 
 

1 May 2025. Legion Appreciation Night. (advance notice) 

At 5pm May 27th (rescheduled) at the Middleton High School Baseball game they are going to 

be Honoring American Legion Members and Legion Member Bill Statz will be throwing the first 

pitch.  If the game is not cancelled due to the rain, you can be there at 4:30 to get together and 

the American Legion will be honored at 5pm.  The address for the Middleton High School is 

2100 Bristol St., Middleton.  

Hi All, 

See invitation email below. This would be a regular Middleton HS baseball game. Legion 

Baseball starts end of May. This is Honor the Legion night.  

I will be attending and throwing out the ceremonial first pitch. Pass the word, bring guests. 

Hope some more Legionnaires can join us. Wear Legion caps.  

Remember, Post 245 is again sponsoring MHS/Legion Baseball, 3 teams this year, one in each 

age category. The program is building on the successes of the last 2 years. 

Please RSVP so Derrick knows who to expect. Location is Middleton High School baseball 

complex. 2100 Bristol Street, Middleton 

Bill Statz 

Legion Post 245 

608-577-4002 

27 May 2025. American Legion Appreciation Night 

The Middleton High School Baseball Team honored American Legion Members at the 

Middleton HS Baseball Game on Tuesday, May 27th. Legionnaire Bill Statz (245 Cross Plains), the 

main driver for this occasion, threw the first pitch. The game took place at the Borden Stadium 

of the Middleton High School athletic complex. 
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Figure 3 Legion Family attend Middleton Game 27 MAY 25. 

 

The Legionnaire family that attended.  
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Our star pitcher, Bill, and his catcher.Figure 4 Bill Statz, pitcher 27 MAY 25 

 

Figure 5 Bill Statz' windup 
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Bill in action! Compare the form and stance! 
 

"Let 'Em Have It - Buy Extra Bonds," Bernard Perlin, 1943 from the Emil A. Blackmore Museum 

collection. Learn more about the Emil A. Blackmore Museum, Indianapolis. 

Thank you, Middleton High School athletes, for your support of the American Legion!  

https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/exhibits/show/posters/world-war-ii/buy-bonds
https://legionmuseum.omeka.net/about
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Resources 
1. Suggestions for improving membership Levels. 

2. Sample Letter to be sent over two past national commanders. 
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Suggestions to Improve Membership including Sample Letter 

Mike Rohan prepared a plan to increase membership and provided a sample letter that is over 

the signatures of two Past National Commanders, Denise Rohan and Daniel Seehafer. 26APR25. 
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